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01 INTRODUCTION

The Civil Society Fund (CSF) Programme is a joint initiative of the European Union (EU)
and the Ethiopian Government with the overall aim of increasing the role of Civil Society 
organizations (CSOs) in the development and democratization process in the country. 
The EU support to the civil society sector in Ethiopia has now reached its third phase 
under 11th EDF. Civil Society Fund III (CSF III) commenced operations in November 2018 
and is scheduled to end in February 2024. In pursuit of meeting its objectives, CSF III 
plans to achieve 3 outcomes:

• Increased voice of CSOs (representing constituencies and citizens) in policy 
dialogue;

• Enhanced role of CSOs (representing constituencies and citizens) in the 
monitoring of policies; and

• Strengthened overall capacity of CSOs. 
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Training on gender mainstreaming for grantees and women’s organizations 
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Addis Hiwot Rehabilitation and Reintegration Association (AHRRA), in 
collaboration with the Center for Justice in Kality, Adama, Bahir Dar, and 
Deberbirhan prison centres, has been implementing a project entitled 
‘Promoting Human Rights-based Approach towards Vulnerable Groups in 
Prisons in Ethiopia.’ 

There are no organized free legal aid services in most Ethiopian prisons due 
to a lack of free service providers and lack of a sufficient service centre or 
room to provide such services by volunteers. In addition, the inmates are 
unaware of free legal aid services. In most cases, justice has never been equal 
for the rich minority and the poor majority and the vulnerable such as women 
prisoners, HIV/AIDS positive prisoners and incarcerated children because the 
latter groups cannot afford to hire a lawyer. 

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE AND 
RULE OF LAW02

Free legal aid service in Deberbirhan prison center

Similarly, there was no free legal aid centre in the 
Deberbirhan prison centre, which made it difficult 
to provide free legal aid services to needy clients. To 
address this problem the Addis Hiwot Rehabilitation 
and Reintegration Association’s (AHRRA) project worked 
closely with the prison administration to renovate a room 
for use as a free legal aid services centre. As a result, the 
needy clients are able to access legal advice.

Many activities were undertaken to increase the demand 
for free legal aid services through various awareness 
creation programmes. With two free legal aid centres, 
a total of 237 prisoners (68 female and 169 male) were 
provided with free legal services in Deberbirhan and 
Bahir Dar prisons by trained paralegal aid providers, local 
university students, and other volunteers.
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As part of the YMCA project, I work as an adult peace promoter. Aside 
from the project’s benefits, I am able to contribute to the peace of the 
community. The Ministry of Peace chose us to share our experience 
as part of its nationwide campaign based on our contribution to the 
project. It also provided us with the opportunity to teach students 
from 40 different universities about peace and cooperation.

Promoting peace through dialogue

Mulugeta Mola  

Furthermore, more than 3,000 youth from Woliata Sodo received peace building training, which contributed to the 
town’s peaceful environment. Prior to the training, I didn’t have enough understanding about local peace-building 
practices. After participating in the project, I learned about various local practices. Similarly, for other youths in the 
community who are unfamiliar with cultural conflict resolution practices, the project provides an opportunity to learn 
and implement them. The project provided us with training materials. Based on that, we provided training in 11 rounds 
to 3,800 participants from schools and religious organizations, youth groups, women’s organizations, government 
employees and authorities. When conflicts arose in my community, I became a negotiator. People suggested talking 
to me and nominating me as a negotiator during various conflicts after observing my activities in schools and other 
places. This enables me to play a role in peace-building activities in my village. I believe, this will greatly assist me in 
my future efforts to help my community maintain a peaceful environment.

Mahibere Hiwot for Social Development (MSD), in partnership with 
Eshet Children and Youth Development Organisation; Hiwot Ethiopia; 
Save Your Holy Land Association and YMCA Ethiopia, has been 
implementing a project entitled ‘Peace Matters: Dialogue for Peaceful 
Coexistence’. The project has been working in several areas, including 
Addis Ababa, and parts of Amhara, Oromia and SNNP Regions.

Mulugeta Mola, a Youth Peace Pomoter from Woliata Sodo, explains 
his role in the project.
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Land rehabilitated by youth business group Damot, Woyde Woreda, Wolaita, SNNPR
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Recreational area at youth network club in Damot Gale Woreda, Wolaita, SNNPR
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I was legally married two times at the age of 17 and then in my 30’s 
due to the death of my spouse. I lost my first husband to an illness that 
was not supposed to be life-threatening. We had been married for 15 
years and were blessed with one boy and three beautiful daughters. 
As rural life is a great burden for a widow and especially for a minority

A minority poor woman speaks out against harmful 
social norms

women in our village, I was married to my second husband and have a daughter with him. Tragically, he passed away
suddenly. After his death, his family came to claim and inherit all the properties of my household as are the norms in
our village.

Moreover, I did not know anything about land transaction processes and my rights following the death of my husband 
as women and girls are not invited for such discussions on account of our culture which permits a deceased man’s 
family to evict a widow. I was fortunate to be targeted by APeD which made me aware of all land rights issues (property 
law, rural land law, inheritance of rural land use rights, etc.) and the mechanisms to confidently stand for my rights. 

Mrs. Damenech Muche

Alliance for Peace and Development (APeD), a co-applicant of Jerusalem 
Children and Community Development Organization (JeCCDO), is 
implementing a project entitled ‘Initiative to support democratic 
governance and peaceful coexistence in Ethiopia’ in Amaro and Burji 
Special Woredas in the Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’
Region (SNNPR) of Ethiopia. Mrs. Damenech Muche, explains how she 
has benefitted from the project.
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APeD made me understand that the constitutional laws allow equal land ownership rights for men and women and 
empowered me to fight against discriminatory customary practices. With the ongoing advice and support of the 
project, I took the case to Court to inherit my share. I confidently won the court case and protected my land rights as 
a woman to avoid forced removal. As a result, I have already started to teach my girls about their equal land rights, 
as an essential and basic entry point for challenging patriarchy and giving girls and women a voice in the struggle for 
their rights.
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The ‘Building Resilience and Opportunities for Youth’ project is being 
implemented by Wolaitta Development Association (WODA) and its partners, 
Terepeza Development Association and Send A Cow Ethiopia, in the Wolaitta 
Zone of SNNPRS.

The ‘Otidi Lametoos’ Youth Business Group shares their experience of the 
project.

SERVICE DELIVERY AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT03

‘Otidi Lametoos’ youth business group 

‘Otidi lametoos’ is a Wolaitta name which means ‘let us 
work together and change ourselves’. Otidi lametoos’ 
Youth Business group is one of the business groups set up 
in Damot Woyde, Wolaitta Zone, SNNPR. 

The business group was established by nine youth 
members. The youth joined the project in December 
2021 and received different trainings. After the training 
the group members developed a business plan to 
produce haricot beans and asked the local government 
for access to land for production. They convinced the 
kebele administration and were granted 2.5 hectares 
land. They started rehabilitating the land by diverting 

erosion, constructing check dams, digging water 
harvesting structures and closing the area for plant and 
grass regeneration. They planted 100 banana suckers, 100 
moringa seedlings, 100 yellow wood seedlings, and other 
coppicing tree species around their land to protect it from 
animal encroachment. While the youth are generating 
income, they are at the same time rehabilitating degraded 
lands. From the first round of production, they harvested 
four quintals of haricot beans. 

Their future plan is to open furniture and fashion clothes 
shop in Wolayita Sodo city after 5 years, thereby creating 
sustainable job opportunities for their members. 

Members of  the group
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Youth learning a musical instrument at Damote Weyde Woreda, Wolaita SNNPR
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The ‘Amplify Efforts for Equal Opportunity and to End Violence against 
Women (VAWG)’ project is being implemented by Professional Alliance for 
Development (PADet), along with Action Aid and Rift Valley Children and 
Women’s Development. It involves many activities, including the establishment 
of 7 new Women’s Watch Groups (WWGs) and the strengthening of 3 existing 
groups by providing capacity-building training for 69 members on leadership 
and advocacy, along with material support for all 10 groups.

GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ 
EMPOWERMENT AND PROTECTION04

No to early marriage

Amezenech Lakew, a 35-year-old single woman with two 
children, one of whom is a girl, is a member of one of the 
WWGs. She is from Debdebo kebele (Tachi Merdiye Amba 
village), and following her divorce four years ago, lives 
with her parents, caring for them and cultivating their 
farmland. During the divorce, Amezenech received no 
property from her husband. She was unaware of women’s 
property rights and had no one to help her resolve the 
case at the time.

When her daughter, Abebech, was in grade 7, a 22-year 
old youth requested a marriage proposal from a local 
religious leader and two other relatives, and proposed 
the betrothal to Amezench, based on local tradition. 

However, she declined the proposal and chose to keep 
her daughter in school, breaking with cultural tradition. 
Amezenech was invited to participate in peer discussions 
organized in a nearby village by the executive committee 
of the Lay Debdebo Women’s Watch Group at the end of 
2020. One of the project’s main objectives is to strengthen 
women and girls’ capacities to respond to various forms 
of VAWG, and Harmful Traditional Practices (HTPs) such 
as early marriage and gender inequalities. Amezenech 
attended regular women and girls peer sessions led by 
trained community facilitators and became a volunteer 
after being invited by members of the Women’s Watch 
Groups (WWG).

Amezenech  Lakew
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She became more aware of early marriage, property rights, 
GBV, and VAWGs after participating in 4 to 5 sessions. “I 
never forgot the topics and message transmitted by the 
community policing officer during the discussion on gender 
equality and VAWG,” she says. 

Due to the motivation she received from participating in the 
spaces created for women by WWGs, Amezenech persuaded 
the community elders who mediated the proposed marriage 
to join and participate in the peer discussion and dialogues 
to learn about the consequences of early marriage on girls’ 
lives. Furthermore, she advised them to stop this old practice 
as it constitutes violence against girls and warned that 
she would notify the police if they continued. Meanwhile, 
Amezench freely discussed the matter with her daughter, 
Abebech, who agreed to reject the marriage proposal and 
continue her education.

According to Amezenech, “the peer discussion for women 
and girls provided me with a better understanding of my 
rights. I used to lose a lot of things without realizing it. 
Since becoming a front-runner and a strong member of the 
Women’s Watch Group executive committee, I have also 
been responsive in defending gender inequality issues for 
others to protect their rights. I am confident in discussing 
any issues with my children and can support them at the 
appropriate time. 
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WE-Action, in association with Christian Aid, has been implementing the 
‘Empowering Women and Girls for Gender Equality and Advancement’ 
in South Omo Zone of SNNPRS, focussing on Bena Tsemay and South Ari 
Woredas. The Action is building individuals’ skills and knowledge, support 
systems for service providers, and has established dialogue forums to 
strengthen the voice and participation of women in these districts. This 
brought about an increase in women’s and girls’ confidence levels, voice, 
influence, and improved their access to services and opportunities in South 
Omo Zone.

Self-help Group to increase women’s confidence

Self-help group members
Almaze, 35 years old, lives with her six children in Goldya Kebele, South Ari district in South Omo. She is also a survivor 
of Gender Based Violence (GBV), having faced severe physical and mental abuse at the hands of her husband.

I refused to be imprisoned. So, I joined the Self-help Group (SHG) and this has changed my life. I started saving 1 ETB 
per week which I gradually increased to 10 ETB following my improved income. Initially, I didn’t inform my husband 
about joining the SHG, fearing that he may be against it and may use it as a reason to intensify his abuse. However, he 
came to know about it when our little son got very ill, and he had no money to take him to the clinic. I disclosed my 
situation with my SHG members, and they advised me to borrow money from the group. 

So, I borrowed money and took my son to the clinic. Now, thanks to God and my savings, my child is alive. This was 
when my husband found out about the SHG and my savings. Learning of the amount of money that I am contributing 
to the family, he has gradually started to respect me, and now understands the benefit of supporting one another. 
Moreover, the family discussions we have regularly have brought massive change to my husband’s attitude. It has 
been a while since he laid his hands on me.
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We-Action’s project has also organized multiple family dialogue 
sessions to enhance open discussions among family members. 
According to the project’s beneficiaries, these have helped them 
to get closer to their partners and discuss different issues within 
the family. 

Yemisrach Gurmo, 28 years old, a mother of six, is one of the 
Social Analysis and Action (SAA) group members in Benatsemai 
District, South Omo.

Family dialogues to get a family closer 

Social Analysis and Action (SAA) group 
members in Benatsemai district, south Omo

I joined a self-help group in my local district in 2020. Open discussion was not common in my home. Even though I 
learned the importance of saving from the different training I received from the project, I was afraid to tell my husband 
about my membership in the SHG group, fearing abuse - I was afraid it might upset him and might lead him to beat me.
My husband found out about my savings when I covered the costs of repairing his motorcycle following an accident. 
However, it was his participation in the regular family dialogue that helped him to learn more about the benefits of 
savings, open discussion among family members and supporting family.

The project developed a family dialogue manual and trained community facilitators to initiate dialogues among 
families. In addition to the technical input being provided by the community facilitators, the project covers the costs 
of holding the discussions.



15

I am the last child my family and have five siblings. Unlike my older siblings who 
never had interests to get involved in-school clubs, I have taken different roles 
in every extra curriculum activity. I coordinate the mini-media sessions for my 
peers in school and took a lot of interest in leadership. My activism further 
strengthened as DSW and OSSHD facilitated a training programme in life skills 
and voluntarism at DSW’s youth development training center in Bishoftu. 

Peer discussions empower to make a voice heard 

I became passionate in taking roles that impact the SRH needs of other youth much as the same that the changes 
felt in my life. I also encourage other peers to do the same by asserting how voluntarism sets to twirl the ability of 
volunteers in terms of furthering their commitments and a sense of empowerment. 

Armed with, skills, commitments and confidence, we engage as many high school students as we could possibly 
reach out in a series of peer discussion sessions all year long. The issues of SRH no longer can be left out for others to 
discourse and decide on our behalf. Because, we believe the power of advocating for our SRH needs comes from our 
knowledge of them and more so the manner in which our ability to cascade the skills we possess reach out as many 
young people as there are out there in need.

Tinsae Alehegn 

The Organization for Social Services, Health and Development (OSSHD), in 
partnership with the German Foundation for World Population (DSW), is 
implementing a project entitled ‘Make her Voice Heard: Empowering Women 
and Girls to Prevent and Combat GBV in three Regions of Ethiopia’. The Action 
focusses on Bahir Dar, Dessie, Jimma, Nekemet and Gambella.

Tinsae Alehegn, 18 years old, lives in Bahir Dar, explains the benefit that she 
received from the project as follows:



16

VIDEOS

Learn about the programme from our videos in www.csf3.org 

Adult Peace Promoters in Peace Building Activities Youth Peace Promoters in Peace Building Activities 

Youth Association in Creating Agri Business Woilata Sodo Dvelopment Association’s Project Activities 

http://www.csf3.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zg8wqdw9kjo&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNJKl4XIIp8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0iLuAdvKWk&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1b1yjHlsuso&t=827s
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